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Finding Sea Glass in 
Kittery Point, ME 
Looking for sea glass is one of the most relaxing 
hobbies a person can have. Like metal 
detecting, we simply wander the beach, slowly 
scanning the rocky ground as we go. There are 
certain beaches that are known for creating sea 
glass, a process that occurs naturally over the 
span of 50-100 years. The glass tumbles with 
the tide, its edges being smoothed out by the 
sand until it is round and has a frosted coating. 
The most common colors are brown, clear, and 
green. Cobalt blue, purple and red are the least 
common, and sell for the most. These colors are 
often used to create jewelry by local artist.  

Craft stores make their own artificial sea glass 
by tumbling it in a machine. While some see it 
as more efficient, most artists and collectors can 
instantly tell the difference between natural and 
machine-made sea glass. Natural sea glass is 
more vibrant in color, and the sizes and shapes 
are always different. No two pieces look alike. 
This is why so many people want to buy jewelry 
made by these local artists. Not only is it 
completely unique, it was created by the ocean. 

To view or purchase our sea glass check out our online store at https://thedowneastdigger.com  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Sea Glass 
Marbles  
!

TUMBLING MARBLES 
IN THE OCEAN HAS 

AN AMAZING AFFECT

SEA GLASS MARBLES 
HAVE A FROSTED 

COATING 

THEY ARE MADE OF 
GLASS OR CLAY 

MARBLES CAN SELL 
FOR HUNDREDS OF 

DOLLARS 

SEA GLASS

https://thedowneastdigger.com
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Scuba Diving for Bottles  
!
 “Was diving in a river up in Auburn Maine a few 
months back, and noticed a guy hiding in the tall grass, 
taking pictures of me with a telephoto lens.  Turned out he 
was from the Auburn newspaper, and I wound up on the front 
cover that night. Damn bottle paparazzi!” 
 -Bram Hepburn  !!
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FOUND DIVING – 
ONE GALLON 

HARRISON’S INK

“Killick anchors can be 
traced back to the Vikings, 
according to what I’ve 
read. But in general, it is 
considered to be native to 
Newfoundland and the 
Maritime of Canada (which 
was visited by Viking 
sailors centuries ago).” 

-Bram Hepburn 

 This was not the first time my dad has been spotted by a 
confused passerby. In a recent podcast that I interviewed him in, he 
described surfacing right next to an outdoor wedding. People were 
pointing at him, thinking he was some sort of animal. My dad explained 
that being underwater is like being in another world. Looking for bottles 
and other artifacts on land can be difficult, as property lines often 
prevent diggers from finding bottle dumps, and over time as people 
unearth these artifacts there are less and less to find. Diving, however, is 
completely different. There are far fewer divers than there are bottle 
diggers. The thought of putting on a wet suit and diving into the cold, 
murky water of New England is too intimidating for most people. 
Having these artifacts buried under the mud actually helps preserve 
many things as well. Occasionally my dad will find an old wooden 
anchor, a church bell, and even a large Coke Cola sign. These things 
would have disintegrated, rusted, or cracked if they were on land. This is 
why diving is so appealing to collectors. These items haven’t been 
touched for hundreds of years, perfectly preserved in the mud. To listen 
to my podcast, hear stories of what my dad has found, or buy these 
artifacts, visit us at https://thedowneastdigger.com

DIVING 

Quincy Hepburn, age 12 

https://thedowneastdigger.com
https://thedowneastdigger.com
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Hepburn & Co.’s First 
Auction 
 Hepburn & Co. officially started in June of 2015, 
however, my father, Bram Hepburn, has been in the antique 
business for over 30 years. As well as actioning, Bram 
personally meets with clients who wish to clean out their 
homes and need help sorting through their belongings. He 
helps people determine what can be sold at auction, kept, and  
thrown away. He has found extremely valuable items through 
this work, and gives the family a percentage of what is sold. 
This items have ranged from antique furniture, books, art, tin 
toys, bikes, historical documents, and bottles. 
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AUCTIONS

Sea Glass 
Marbles  
!

TUMBLING MARBLES 
IN THE OCEAN HAS 

AN AMAZING AFFECT

COLLECTABLE 
MATCHBOX CARS VICTORIAN 

PORCELAIN DOLL

TIN CONTAINERS AND 
ANTIQUE TOYS 
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HISTORICAL 
DOCUMENTS 

Sold at 
Auction: 
!

LETTERS FROM A CIVIL 
WAR SOLDIER, 

DOCUMENTS FROM THE 
NUREMBERG TRIALS, 
WWII, FIRST EDITION 

GRAPHIC PRINT

In cleaning out a local home in York, ME, Bram discovered over 25 letters 
corresponding between a Civil War soldier and his family. Each one was 
handwritten in intense detail, mentioning local family names and 
locations. The soldier wrote of his experience in the war, mentioning his 
view on the evils of slavery, as well as his interactions with important 
historical figures. The soldier mentions seeing President Lincoln in 
person, and listening to slaves singing around a fire one night. There was a 
ticket enclosed in one letter to the Chicago World’s Fair from 1883. Bram 
had made an agreement with the family that he could sell whatever was 
left in their home, however, he realized that they probably didn't know the 
letters existed. He contacted them right away and told them what he had 
found. Although the family told him they did not want the responsibility of 
keeping them, he scanned each letter. These scans will soon be uploaded 
to his blog, so if you are interested in reading them visit https://
thedowneastdigger.com/2016/03/02/civil-war-letters-sold-at-auction/  

Along with the Civil War letters, Bram was also given documents from the 
Nuremberg Trials from World War II. These accusations agains Jewish 
families were documented in court. There are firsthand accounts from 
soldiers who witnessed the horrors of concentration camps. These 
documents are extremely powerful, and in many cases difficult to read. 
This piece of history was also sold at auction to a private collector. We 
hope that in finding these documents we help the right collectors find and 
preserve them. This way they will never be lost.  

https://thedowneastdigger.com/2016/03/02/civil-war-letters-sold-at-auction/
https://thedowneastdigger.com/2016/03/02/civil-war-letters-sold-at-auction/
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BOTTLE 
DIGGING

START YOUR 
COLLECTION WITH 

GLASS INK POTS	

!

“Here is an example of a 
fairly common Lightning 
fruit jar, which in common 
aqua blue glass is worth 
about $5 on eBay. But in 
this vibrant cornflower 
blue color—with matching 
colored lid—it could 
possibly bring $100.” 

-Bram Hepburn 

Stoddard Paneled Medicine-

“The most popular color collected by antique bottle collectors is cobalt blue. Maybe 
not so much for advanced collectors, but for the average person starting off and for 
home decorators wanting authentic vintage window accents, cobalt blue is the vivid 
color that leaps out at you and demands the eye’s attention. 
As people chat casually about bottle colors, you’ll overhear some at flea markets and 
the like describe an old bottle as being not just cobalt blue, but “old cobalt.” 
“Oh, that one more pricey because it’s the old cobalt blue,” you’ll hear them say. And 
this is just about as loose a term as you could ever imagine. 
The dealer could be describing a glass Bromo-Seltzer bottle in cobalt from the 1950s 
or a rare piece from the 1850s, when the recipe for such a color glass was rarely 
used. The dealer may not be being intentionally deceitful, but if you’re going to 
spend some money on some gorgeous vivid blue bottles, as with any antique, it is 
wise to know what you’re buying. 
Cobalt oxide, in various quantities, is the main ingredient that creates the vivid blue 
color seen in American-made bottles, predominantly in the mid 20th century. Three 
of the most common products sold in cobalt blue glass during that time were Milk of 
Magnesia, Vicks products and Bromo-Seltzer. 
For someone who digs old bottle dumps, these bottles are found quite regularly and 
are generally kept, even though they are common, because they are good “traders” 
that can be sold to gift shops or decorators as long as they clean up nicely. 
But for the digger, these types of bottles are set aside in the bucket while the digger 
tunnels deeper into the site for an older layer.”    -Bram Hepburn  


